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will never be able to pgnetrate,glbosom,w;bem the {aelings.thiat pre=,
dominate are those which spring from covelousness or revenge.. - -
Its efficacy to deter individuals from running into debt, like the.
sleeping force of the statute which prohibits cambling, is contra-
dicted by the experience of all ages, as well as by every day’s ob-.
servation. [t 1s no check upon the honest, prudent deotor, be-
cause he doubts not of his ability to comply with his engagements;
and the fraudulent one will never oe deterred by a penalty which
he will have cunningly laid his plans to defuat, or have taken. time-"
ly measures to evade. o - L
The truth of the maxim, carcer non solvit, has become S9. rmamifesty
that creditors themselves can no longer controvert it, with any sha-
dow of plausibility. The daogers which they have alleged are chi-
merical, the fears which they haye entertained are 1maginary, and
the apprebensions which they have expressed, may be set dowa. a8
the suggestions of cupidity, rather than he convictions of reason.
The pretended necessity which is urged in favor of the policy of
ymprisonment for debt, is but the repetition of the stale and nnnght-
eous plea which tyrants, in every country, have always made as an
excuse {or the arbitrary power they would exercise, -
Experience has fully shown that the a-givamagessuppmed to result:
from the practice_' of imprisoning debtors, have been gre‘;at‘ly_.oycrbal-, |
anced by the aggregate of additional iosses {hereby sustained by the
creditors themselves in costs, jail fees and other charges; and by the .
injury done to tie community at large by the withdrawing of the ser-
yices of thousanes ot indivicuals from active and usciul employment;.
by withering the hand of industry, by paralyzing the sinesws of en<
terorise, and by “diminishing, to, the same exient, toe amount of the:
pm‘ductiVe labour upon which the prosperity of the counlry depends.
The statements exhibited herewith, sudiciently demonstrate that fact.
Asa pecessary consequence, then, imprisopment. for debt.is ealcu-
lated to foster indolence, produce beggary,and promate erimes
It drives multitudes of our citizens inlo exile, compelling them to-
seel elsewhere a new howe, sud a refuge from the persecution of re-
lentless creditors, for “free chizens own no country in which they
are not permit'tfed to‘enqu\their freedom.” | a
I not only deprives the country of able and patriotic defenders, but

it strips whole families of their_peace and ‘comfort; it robs mothers,
wives and (:hlﬂdfén'qf__‘th.ei: daily bread; and bereaves them of their”
rightful guardians and natural protectors.

It is not only at war with the best interests of sociely, but it is-in=
compatible with the essence of liberty, derogatory:10 the character-of

Jiberal institutions, repugaant to the noblest feelings of humanity, re-

e

volting to the just pride and mably spurit which should animate. every
citizen of an independent Republic, degrading to 2 peaple. professing
to bea nation of ‘freemep,;_ahd a, disgrace to the enlighened age: and
country in which we live and legisiate. _ - .

JAMES W. WILLIAMS, Chaisman.



